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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 


1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention provides a gaming cloth and devices for 
securing the cloth to a gaming table. 

2 . Description of the Prior Art 

Conventional gaming tables are typically overlaid with a cloth 
cover having the gaming symbols formed on the top surface thereof. 
For example, a roulette gaming table cloth will have the wheel 
numbers formed on the cloth surface enabling the players to place 
bets on the symbol corresponding to the selected wheel number. 

The cloth covers currently in use are attached to the table 
surfaces by stapling the cover edges to the sides of the table, 
(alternately, drawstrings may be used for securing the cloth to 
round tables) . 

Due to the extensive use of the table, the cloth cover tends 
to wear out over a period of time. The table cloth thus must be 
replaced which requires workers to first spend time in removing the 
staples, removing the cloth, fitting the new cloth over the table 
and then stapling the cloth edges to the table sides. The time and 
labor involved in removing and then replacing the cloth covers is 
a significant cost to the casino owners. 

What is thus desired is to provide a gaming table cloth which 
is attached to a gaming table in a manner where it can be easily 
and quickly replaced when necessary. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides apparatus for securing a gaming 
cloth to a table of various shapes and sizes. In one embodiment, 
a Velcro® loop strip is attached to the underside, or border formed 
around the edges of the cloth . In one embodiment , a continuous 
metal hook strip is mounted along the circumference, or perimeter, 
of the table. The gaming cloth is securely attached to the table 
by positioning the cloth over the table and then stretching the 
cloth until the loop containing flaps engage the hooks on the hook 
strip formed on the table. In a second embodiment, a continuous 
Velcro® hook strip is mounted along the circumference, or 
perimeter, of the table. The gaming cloth is securely attached to 
the table by positioning the cloth over the table and stretching 
the cloth until the loop containing border engage the hooks on the 
Velcro hook strip formed on the perimeter of the table. 

The present invention thus provides a simple technique for 
removably securing a gaming cloth to a table, providing significant 
savings in cost as a result. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

For better understanding of the present invention as well as 
other objects and further features thereof, reference is made to 
the following description which is to be read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawing therein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the gaming cloth and table 
utilized in the present invention; 
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Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view along line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view similar to Figure 2 with 
the gaming cloth secured to the table utilizing a Velcro system; 

Figure 4 is a cross -sectional view similar to Figure 2 with 
the gaming cloth secured to the table utilizing metal hooks; and 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view along line 5-5 of Figure 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to Figure 1, a perspective view of the gaming 
cloth 10 of the present invention positioned above gaming table 12 
is illustated. Cloth 10 is made of fabric, preferably polyester or 
Cordura® nylon, and includes a border portion 13 which extends 
about the circumference, or perimeter of the cloth as illustrated. 
The border 13 may comprise a series of flap portions 14 as 
illustrated although a continuous border portion can be utilized. 
It should be noted that although cloth 10 has the shape 
illustrated, the cloth can be formed to fit any table shape and 
size* Surface 15 of cloth 10 has symbols printed thereon (not 
shown) which represent gambling type games, such as 21 (or 
blackjack) and roulette. 

As illustated in Figure 2, gaming table 12 is conventional and 
typically comprises a textile covering 18, a waterproof membrane 
(not shown) , a foam rubber layer 20 positioned on the table surface 
in a conventional manner and a portion 23 which extends downwardly 
from and substantially perpendicular to, the table surface and 
extending around the circumference, or perimeter, of the table. In 


accordance with the teachings of the present invention, a fastening 
member, such as Velcro loop 22 , is secured, typically by adhesive, 
to the bottom surface of a flap portion 14 (although not 
illustrated, each flap portion 14 has a similar Velcro loop member 
secured to its bottom surface) . The circumferential portion 23 of 
table 12 has a corresponding fastener member, such as Velcro loop 
strip 24, formed therearound as illustrated. 

Figure 3 illustrates cloth 10 releaseably joined to table 12. 
This is accomplished by placing cloth 10 on the surface of table 12 
and then stretching cloth 10 until the loop members 22 formed on 
the bottom surface of flap portions 14 engage hook strip 24, in a 
manner such that the printed image on surface 15 precisely fits 
over the top surface of table 12 . The use of a Velcro hoop/loop 
fastener configuration for joining two items together is well 
known . 

The fabric forming cloth 10 is designed to stretch to form the 
hook/loop engagement as set forth hereinabove. The fit requires a 
tight, woven fabric. The following fabric compositions have been 
successfully utilized: 

1. 6 ounce micro denier 
75/72/2 x 150/216/2 Polyester 
180 x 80, 60 inch width 

2 . 5 ounce micro denier 

140/200 textured x 150/2/96 Polyester 
160 x 80 polyester 

3. 160 denier Cordura nylon 
160 x 160 

90 x 60, 60 inch width 

4. 330 denier Cordura nylon 
330 x 330 
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54 x 38, 60 inch width 

Referring now to Figure 4, a second embodiment of the present 
invention is illustrated. Cloth 10 is identical to the cloth 10 
shown in Figures 1-3. In this embodiment, the fastener member 
secured to table 12 comprises a continuous metal strip 3 0 secured 
around the perimeter, or circumference, of table 12 as illustrated. 
Cloth 10 is releaseably attached to table 12 by placing the cloth 
on the surface of table 12 and then stretching the cloth until the 
loop 22 engages metal hooks 34 formed on strip 3 0 in a manner such 
that he printed image on surface 15 fits the table shape. Excess 
flap material can be cut off if necessary. 

Figure 5 shows in more detail the metal continuous strip 30, 
strip 30 having a plurality of protrusions, or hooks, 34 attached 
thereto . 

Although it is preferred that hook strip 24 and 30 extend 
around the entire circumference of table 12, the strips can be 
configured in dimension to extend around a portion of the table 
circumference. In this case, the flap portions 14 with the loop 
members 22 formed therein, can be correspondingly reduced in 
dimension . 

The present invention thus provides a simple and inexpensive 
technique for removably securing a gaming cloth to a gaming table. 

While the invention has been described with reference to its 
preferred embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art that various changes may be made and equivalents may be 
substituted for elements thereof without departing from the true 


spirit and scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications 
may be made to adapt a particular situation or material to the 
teachings of the invention without departing from its essential 
teachings . 


6 


WHAT IS CLAIMED: 


1 . A gaming table cloth comprising a fabric having a 
predetermined shape and size, the fabric having a border portion, 
and a fastening member secured to the bottom surface of said cloth 
border portion. 

2 . The gaming cloth of claim 1 wherein said cloth border 
portion extends continuously around the circumference of said 
cloth. 

3 . The gaming cloth of claim 1 wherein said cloth border 
portion comprises a series of flap portions extending around the 
circumference of said cloth. 

4. The gaming cloth of claim 1 wherein said fastening member 
comprises Velco loop members. 

5. A gaming table comprising a surface portion, a portion 
extending substantially perpendicular from said surface portion and 
around the circumference thereof, and a fastening member secured 
around the circumference of said table extending portion. 

6. The gaming table of claim 5 wherein said fastening member 
comprises Velcro. 

7. The gaming table of claim 5 wherein said fastening member 
comprises a metal strip having hook members extending therefrom. 

8. A gaming table system comprising: 

a gaming table cloth comprising a fabric of a 
predetermined size and shape, the fabric having a bottom portion 
and a first fastening member secured to the bottom surface of said 


cloth border portion; and 

a gaming table comprising a surface portion, a portion 
extending substantially perpendicular from said table surface 
and around the circumference thereof, and a second fastening member 
secured around the circumference of said perpendicularly extending 
table portion, said gaming table cloth being positioned on the 
surface of said table whereby said first fastening member is 
releasably secured to said second fastening member. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein said first fastening member 
comprises Velcro. 

10. The system of claim 9 wherein said second fastening 
member comprises Velcro* 

11. The system of claim 9 wherein said second fastening 
member comprises a metal strip having hook members protruding 
therefrom. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A system for securing a gaming cloth to a gaming table of 
various shapes and sizes. In one embodiment, a Velcro loop strip 
is attached to the bottom surface of flaps which form the border of 
the cloth. A continuous Velcro hoop strip is positioned around the 
table perimeter. The gaming cloth is securely attached to the 
table by positioning the cloth over the table and stretching the 
cloth until the loop containing flap portions engage the hooks on 
the table hook strip. In a second embodiment, a continuous metal 
hook strip is mounted around the circumference, or perimeter, of 
the table. The gaming cloth is securely attached to the table by 
positioning the cloth over the table and stretching the cloth until 
the loop containing flaps engage the hooks on the table metal hook 
strip . 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney 
for Patent Application 
English Language Declaration 

As a below named inventor/ I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name, 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor 
if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

GAMING CLOTH AND DEVICE FOR SECURING CLOTH TO GAM ING TABLE 

the specification of which ~ ~ ~~~ 

(check one) 

[X] is attached hereto. 
[] was filed on 


as 


Application Serial No. 
and was amended on 


(If applicable) 


tZl y ». f ^ th fL? have ^viewed and understand the contents 
- 5 % u° Ve identifie <* specification, including the claims as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. ' as 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is wa fcpH«i 
to the examination of this application in accordance iifchOLtlJ 
37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1. 56(a). 

J hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35 United 

ft^X ? dS ' § U 9 * of any fore ign application(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also idSnH??oH 

??w an K f ^ eign ?P? licat i°n for patent rin t r'f J 



English Language Declaration 


Prior Foreign Application^ ) : 


Priority Claimed 


(Nurber) 


(Country) 


( ) ( ); 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) Yes 


(Number) 


(Country) 


: ( ) c ) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) Nb Yes 


(Number) 


(Country) 


( ) < > 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) No Yes 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
§120 of any United States application^ ) listed below and, in- 
sofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this ap- 
plication is not disclosed in the prior United States applica- 
tion in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, 
United States Code, §112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 
material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations , §1. 56(a) which occurred between the filing date 
of the' prior application and the national or PCT international 
filing date of this application: 


N/A 


(Application Serial Ko.) 


(Application Serial Ho.) 


(Application Serial Mo,) 


(Filing Date) 

(Status) 


(patented, pending, abandoned) 

(FiJUng Date) 

(Status) 


(patented, pending, abandoned) 

(Filing Date) 

(Status) 


(patented, pending, abandoned) 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own know- 
ledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both', 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 
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English Language Declaration 


POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the 
following attorney (s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application 
and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office I 
connected therewith. (List name and registration number). 


Irving Keschner 
Reg. No. 24,547 


Send Correspondence to: 

Irving Keschner, 21515 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 1150, 

Torrance, CA 90503 

Direct Phone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
Irving Keschner (310) 543-5200 



full none of *olc or first Inventor 


Data 

November /7 , 2000 


tnce r 

l a LaSel va, P^Iopi Vfirdfis Ksj-^fps, f^li fornix Q0?74 
Citizenship 

U.S.A. < 


Post Office Address 

Same 


Full name of second Joint Inventor, If soy 


Inventor's signature Date 


Res Idence 


Citizenship 


Post Office Address 


(Supply similar information and signature for third and subse- 
quent joint inventors. 
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